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Predicting the weather for the next 100 years might be easier than predicting what Congress will do when it comes to addressing the global climate crisis. However, by taking up long overdue climate and energy legislation, the Senate will be able to address the greatest long-term challenge of our time. 
Passing an effective, fair and comprehensive climate bill will gradually reduce the damaging impact of greenhouse gas pollutants over time and will provide economic stability and growth for Missouri.
While Sen. Claire McCaskill publicly acknowledges the need to address climate change, she also expresses concern over the impact of legislation to Missouri electric ratepayers and to those holding jobs in the current coal and oil economy. 
The effect on those who are challenged by poverty and hardship should always be a priority. However, we also should consider the costs to these very same communities of not addressing climate change. 
All credible studies emphasize that increasing the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere will result in increased climate variability: erratic weather, longer droughts, more severe flooding. 
All of these will have an effect on health, business and agriculture. 
Consider that the Farm Bureau estimated the agricultural costs of the 2008 spring floods on the Missouri River at more than $8 billion. This figure doesn’t take into account the cost of repairing roads, rebuilding farms, replacing bridges and levees. Those same floods in the Upper Midwest killed at least 24 people and temporarily displaced more than 38,000 people. 
Later in 2008, my own region in the Bootheel suffered from the remnants of Hurricane Ike, which downed miles of power lines and damaged crops. 
Watching the news coverage of this year’s floods and tornadoes in Tennessee and Mississippi brings to mind Yogi Berra’s saying: "It’s déjà vu all over again." 
Agriculture in my part of the state now qualifies for emergency disaster loans. We are hoping for Congress to approve additional disaster payments because of the unusually wet fall and winter. 
The point is this: Ignoring climate change will lock us into ever more frequent bouts of "expensive" weather and the costs will have the greatest effect on those most vulnerable. 
The ripple effects of an erratic climate move well beyond our own borders. A panel of retired U.S. generals and admirals convened by the Center for Naval Analysis found that climate change could increase the risk of violent conflict in 46 countries and named climate change a "serious threat multiplier for instability" in some of the most volatile regions of the world. 
According to international humanitarian organization Oxfam America, the number of people who probably will feel the impact of climate-related disasters is estimated to increase to 375 million people by 2015 — that’s more than the entire population of the United States. Addressing the impact of climate change, including hunger, disease, forced migrations and conflict around the globe, will ensure a safer and more peaceful future for all of us. 
I have devoted a significant portion of my life to public service in Missouri. I know that if I have to choose between investing a dollar now or facing uncontrolled and forced spending tomorrow, I will do my best to responsibly take the first option. 
Moving swiftly to pass effective and fair climate legislation will mean that Missourians can plan for and adapt to climate variability in the coming decades. 
Comprehensive climate policy also will create clean-energy jobs and help build a more peaceful and sustainable world for generations to come. 
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