Interfaith Community Earth Hour Events

Rock Bridge Christian Church to host a candlelight Earth Hour service open to the Columbia community, beginning at 8:30 PM, Saturday, March 27th, at 301 W. Green Meadows Rd.
Hindu Faith Community to host an “Earth Hour Weekend” showing of environmental documentary, Garbage: The Revolution Begins at Home. The hour and 15-minute documentary, open to the public, will be followed by a short discussion to be held at the Hindu Temple, from 1-3 PM, Saturday, March27th, at 2006 Holly Ave.

For more information:

http://shanthimandir.missouri.org/HTCCEarthHourDocumentary.pdf
Columbia Hope Church will open their doors to the community. Bring candles or human powered flashlights to a short service with prayers for creation followed by a drawing for LED lights and a teaching on Global Warming by MU Professor, Rainer Glaser. The event will conclude after a period of fun games for children. Columbia Hope Church is located at 4603 John Garry Dr, Suites 5 & 6. Directions: Turn west at Providence and South Hampton (at Rock Bridge High School), then south onto John Garry Dr. The church is located in the center of South Hampton Village Shopping Center a few doors away from It’s a Grind coffee shop.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Interfaith Community,

This notice is about Earth Hour, Saturday, March 27th, 8:39PM-9:30PM, and how various faith communities and congregations will participate.

The following was decided at our March 14th meeting:

We will notify and educate our congregations in all the possible ways that we can, including as many of the following ways as possible: (Gatherings listed below)

Spread the word in your congregation.
      Faith Leaders communicate to the congregation about the inter-related issues of global warming, climate change, the high and costly consequences of inaction; caring for all of the Creator’s creation, including all our neighbors—here and around the world---not just humans, but all the kingdoms --plants, animals, mineral—for us to properly steward God’s gifts to us; social, economic, and environmental justice elements.

      Communicate that these best solutions would also be sensible--- for many other reasons beyond the moral/spiritual---even if ones motivation was selfish, financial or wealth accumulation driven, or other less preferable reasons.

      The solutions would be moving quickly to renewable energy, with enough government direction, oversight, and support to economically fund the essential creation of entirely new, “green”, renewable, clean, job producing, price stabilizing new markets. We could easily get government funding to unleash these cleaner, more sustainable markets through a number of channels, including incentives and disincentives.

This time of our year, on any calendar, is a special time of renewal and would be a perfect time to talk about the renewal of all creation!

       Announce the Earth Hour event as an opportunity to send a message and stand in solidarity with our friends and neighbors calling for a sustainable future for generations to come.

       Use bulletins, handout/post fliers, place on websites, forward to congregation elists, include in weekly newsletters, communications, etc…

       Encourage folks to visit ColumbiaClimateChangeCoalition.org for Earth Hour activities and updates---they can also keep up with Interfaith Care for Creation there under “Our Partners” on the sidebar. Download Earth Hour and other educational materials there.

        Letters and Pledges for the Collection Plate/Basket---ask folks to write down a public pledge of a few ways they will use to reduce their energy footprint and bring to put in the collection basket. Invite them to take a minute to write a couple of important letters to Federal Government Representatives requesting immediate, strong action! We will collect them and deliver these to our representatives. Send, or bring with instructions to assist with, getting a copy of one’s letter, or a different version, to area newspapers, as a Letter to the Editor or citizen submission, to print or online papers. Encourage online blogging, Twitter, Facebook, and other thoughtful responses on the issue.

     Get everyone very active in stewardship and “going green”. Invite folks to work with IFCC, as we work together on these issues.

Earth Hour is about this issue, about caring for all creation, about stewardship and social, economic and environmental justice!! It is about properly loving families, friends, and neighbors around the world!!!

We need to remember how very important and central this issue is! It’s about the existence of human and other life on this earth God loves and created!! It’s about obedience to the Great Creator.

It’s about our responsibility!! It’s about love!!!! Even if one is not sure what one believes about how much humans contribute to climate change, the only answer is to move quickly to renewables to create a clean, sustainable future for life on planet, Earth! 

At the IFCC meeting it was discussed that the Hindu and Muslim communities are already meeting on that evening and will incorporate an Earth Hour focus in their plans.

It was discussed they might consider showing a documentary on the issue and that we would consider starting a lending library for documentaries. In the meantime, CCCC might be able to help with certain titles.

After the meeting Rock Bridge Christian Church “stepped up” to host the greater Columbia faith community to an interfaith observance, during Earth Hour, in their Sanctuary at 301 W. Green Meadows Rd.

Downtown Churches will be ringing bells during Earth Hour (see article by Bill McKibben linked below)

PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD!

Contact Monta Welch with questions

We are looking for congregations to ring bells, through out the larger Columbia area< during all (or part of) Earth Hour. If your congregation can step up or you can help with this in another way, contact me, please!!

I THANK EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU FOR YOUR LOVE, WORK AND SACRIFICES!!

REPLY TO THIS EMAIL HOW YOUR CONGREGATION WILL PARTICIPATE AND URGE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO SIGN-UP AND RESPOND AS WELL!!

GREAT BLESSINGS TO YOU!

From the Bottom of My Heart,

M. Welch

(573) 443-4717

(573) 777-2216

MORE EARTH HOUR ACTIVITIES ON OUR EARTH HOUR INVITATION AT:

http://www.columbiaclimatechangecoalition.org/EH10Flier.doc
IMPORTANT INFORMATION AT THESE LINKS:

Article by Bill McKibben;

http://www.energybulletin.net/node/51735
Weather Threatening Homeland Security: 

www.komu.com/.../KOMU.com/ba8a4513-c0a8-2f11-0063-9bd94c70b769/cd121333-80ce-0971-01ef-11392435e63c      
